
 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. ...Every branch that bears fruit he 
prunes to make it bear more fruit.” John 15:1-2 
 
 
Spring is finally here!  The crocuses are blooming and the time has come to prune the 
hedges in our yard.  Every time I prune our hedges I remember my neighbor in 
Charlottesville who had turned her whole yard into a flower garden.  Some of her plants 
had grown so tall that they were like small trees.   
 

 
 
 
One year I saw her cutting off branches of a beautiful flowering bush that had grown as 
tall as me.  I asked her why she cut off such beautiful flowering branches from her 
garden.  She said, “Look down,” and I saw other small flowers that I had never noticed 
before.  She told me that these other plants were not able to grow because this one 
bush crowded out all the sunlight.  Further, she explained that she wasn’t cutting, but 
pruning, in order to allow all the plants in her garden to grow.  When she was finished, 
streams of sunlight shone on each of the smaller flowers and I could see that her 
pruning work was not a work of death, but a work of life.   
 

The same is true in our own lives.  We are just like my former neighbor’s garden.  God 
will prune aspects of our lives in order to grow other parts of our lives that are 
stunted.  As you enjoy the spring and summer months, either working in your own 
gardens or enjoying the beauty of other people’s gardens from afar, ask God what parts 
of your life God wants to prune this summer.  Ask God where you could use more 
sunlight in your life.  Pray about how you can accept the pruning of God in order to have 
a life like my former neighbor’s garden: growing healthily and glorifying God. 
 
Blessings in Christ, 
 
Rev. Sarina 
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Pastoral Support Team 

 

This important part of our congregational life is coordinated by Fay Brydon. There are 

several distinct elements to the PST’s work. 

Meals- Fay arranges meals for families in crisis. Once a crisis has passed, even the 

most unskilled can warm up prepared food from the supermarket, but the PST is able to 

help in the first days. Fay is always looking for anyone who is willing to cook a meal or, 

better still, to freeze a meal in advance. 

Visits and Phone Calls -Members of the team visit or call the sick, at home and in 

hospital, and also the housebound. 

Palliative Care -Fortunately, there has been no request for this in recent years but the 

PST has a few members able and willing to make such visits. 

Cards -Margaret Le Lievre has a wonderful touch and always finds the appropriate 

wording for her beautifully written cards for all occasions. 

Driving -Jim Murray coordinates the requests for rides to hospitals and medical 

appointments but badly needs more volunteers willing to drive Downtown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frequently Asked Question 

Why does Briarwood incorporate French in the Worship Service? 

The Presbytery asks all congregations to include some French in the service. At 

10 am we occasionally include French lyrics in some of the hymns and in the 

prayers. At 11.30 we regularly include French in one prayer and in the 

Responsive Reading. 

Sometimes we include a bit of Spanish or Korean. All in an effort to be a 

welcoming community, open to all. 

 

Congratulations 

To Penny Gibb on becoming a 

grandmother. Catherine and Karl in 

Quebec City have had a little girl, Nora. 

 



 

New Members 

 

By a technicality, Ministers cannot join congregations as they are already members of 

Presbytery. But they can become Ministers in Association and we recently welcomed 

three: Rev Blake Carter, Rev Coralie Jackson Bissonnette and Rev Dr. Roland DeVries.  

Blake retired from his last charge in Thunder Bay and now lives in Beaurepaire. He is 

home from a recent hospital stay.  

Coralie is well known to many of us, having, in her youth, been a Student Minister in St 

Giles. Her husband Leo Bissonnette has also joined, as have her daughter Alison and 

her husband Daniel. Alison and Daniel have a very new son, Jack. The extended family 

are now looking for a home where this multi-generational family can live together.  

Roland is also well known to many of us, for having acted as interim Moderator, as well 

as filling in for Sarina during her illness last year. Roland is the Director of Pastoral 

Studies at the Presbyterian College. 

 

 

 

Douglas Ferreira and Julianna Brotherhood, who arrived in Montreal three years ago 

from Brazil, have also joined. They have three little children Arthur, Benjamin, and a 

new Canadian, Gabriella. 

Also joined are Rebecca DeVries; a nurse and wife of Roland. They have three children: 

Esther, Reuben and Tabea (who sometimes plays in the Worship Band). 

Stacey Clarke, wife of Paul, Executive Director of Action Refugies Montreal, has joined 

us from Cedar Park United. One of Stacey and Paul`s sons is a minister in Duncan BC.  



 

 

Lenten Lunches 

 

The 2018 Lenten Lunch season was a successful one with each participating group 

netting $528.  Briarwood has donated its proceeds to PWS&D, disaster relief fund. 

The outlook for continuing the program is uncertain as all churches are having the same 

problem of finding enough volunteers to make soup and staff the event.  A meeting will 

be held in the fall, at which time a final decision will be made as to whether or not to 

continue with the program. 

This is  my last year as co-ordinator of the lunches for Briarwood, and the Outreach 

Committee would be very happy to talk with anyone who would consider becoming 

responsible for Briarwood's participation in the event  

Penny Gibb 

 

 

 

Betty, Evelyn and Barbara in their new Briarwood Aprons. Bravo to 3 nimble needlers: 

Penny Gibb, Sue Liberale and Virginia Bell. They purchased the material and made a 

dozen Briarwood aprons which were a great hit at our Lenten lunch and Spaghetti 

dinner. Thanks for asking, Betty Wilson! 

 

  



 

 

Briarwood Community Events are Hopping 

 

Since last fall we have been arranging monthly events to foster fellowship relationships 

across generations. Whether a Saturday afternoon would usually find you snuggled up 

on the couch, or hiking in the great outdoors, we have an event for you. 

 

 

 

In the last few months we’ve gone ice skating and sugaring off, we’ve hosted a 

Christmas themed movie night at Briarwood, gone out together to the Colisee in 

Kirkland to see a Christian film and we’ve had two extremely successful Games Days. 

The best part of these events is that they give us all a chance to get to know each other 

in a personal way. While it’s easy to think of the church as a building, the truth is that 

the church is wherever God’s people are gathered (to paraphrase Hymn 484). As we 

grow in fellowship we grow our ability to worship with open hearts, with kindness and 

caring for one another as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

We look forward to seeing you at our next Briarwood Community Event.  

Stevie Pemberton 

      

 

 

 

  

Muffins for Chez Doris 

Every month we send muffins to the ladies at Chez Doris. 

Ken Hutcheon, who was a loyal muffin maker, has passed away. 

Would anyone like to step up to take his place? If so, please 

contact Jim Murray 
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About the Briarwood Flat Roofs 

 

Now that the weather has improved, we will soon see scaffolding at the church so that 

the two flat roofs can be redone.  The Board has spent many hours getting the right 

contract. We have been highly supported by Jean Tardif of Blouin Tardif, Architects. 

Jean’s wife, Ruth was on the Search Committee to find a new minister. He has 

prepared the specs, put them out to three bidders, examined the submissions, and 

chosen the roofer, Westars Inc. of Ile Perrot. 

Jean will supervise the work which will begin once the weather is stable. It will take 

approximately a week. The cost will be about $63,000. We have the money.  Jean is 

providing his services pro bono. How blessed we are. 

This will be the first time in 55 years that there has been a major repair on these roofs!! 

Look below at the associated photo of our puddle roof.  We are repairing before the 

water comes in! 

 

  

Best Wishes 

To Art Ring, Blake Carter and Barbara 

Common, all recovering from time in 

hospital. 

To the Meyer family as they recently 

purchased a new home in Beaconsfield. 

 



 

 

“In our younger days…” 

 

Almost seventy years ago, in the days when 

flying was adventurous and glamorous, two of 

Briarwood’s senior ladies graced the skies as 

Air Stewardesses. The two Sheilas, Sheila 

Detmold and Sheila Semmelmann have 

shared some of their experiences with us. 

Sheila Detmold, after four years war service in 

the Royal Air Force during which she served in 

Northern Ireland plotting the positions of 

aircraft and convoys on the North Atlantic, 

followed by air traffic control at an Oxfordshire 

airfield, took post-war flying lessons and got 

her pilot’s licence before her money ran out 

and then worked as Assistant Secretary of the 

British Helicopter Association. 

This must have been dull, as she then joined 

BEA for four years, flying all over Europe in 

DC3s, Vikings and Viscounts. In these leisured 

days she enjoyed amazingly long layovers, 

sometimes five or seven days, in such 

interesting places as Stockholm, Malta and 

Athens.  

“The passengers were always well dressed 

and we could spend time with them. The Editor of a big newspaper got on in London 

and, while other passengers were still boarding, I went round offering newspapers. He 

was furious when we could not offer him a copy of his own paper so I nipped back in to 

the terminal and bought him a copy at the newsstand. He was so pleased that he wrote 

a nice letter to the airline. 

These years opened my eyes to many things. It was amazing how senior Captains 

seemed to fly with their favourite Stewardesses when we had long layovers! It was a 

happy life. I remember I had such a pretty dress and I carried it with me for years.” 

 

 



 

 

Sheila Semmelmann had been ready to start her nurse’s training when the excitement 

of flying took over and she joined Canadian Pacific Airlines flying all over eastern 

Canada with them. 

She flew on DC3s eastwards to Quebec, Baie Comeau and Sept Iles, often over 

nighting in Sept Iles. It was a bit of a frontier town in these post war years and her 

lasting memory is the noise of wild parties in nearby hotel rooms! It was not all 

glamorous.  

Sometimes she flew to Toronto from Montreal via Val Dor, Rouyn Noranda and Earlton 

and then back the same way. “It was a twelve hour day. The DC3 was a wonderful 

aircraft, so safe and reliable. Only twenty one passengers And we quite often had 

weather delays. I loved my job. I enjoyed being with people and everyone was so 

friendly” (Sheila Detmold also loved the DC3 but remembers that, even in level flight, it 

was always “nose up” and working the narrow aisle was like walking up and down a 

hillside). 

In 1957 Sheila Detmold, was chosen to fly in the BEA helicopter which was to rush 

Anthony Eden, then Prime Minister, and Selwyn Lloyd, Foreign Minister, from Heathrow 

to Westminster, on their return from Ottawa. This was the first time a helicopter was to 

be used for this, an event worthy of a paragraph in the newspaper. Sheila flew the short 

route several times before the VIPs arrived so that she was familiar with the route and 

could identify landmarks if requested! She also remembers how cold it was in the 

helicopter! 

 

  
Thanks 

To Paul Pemberton for his invaluable care and attention to our Sound System during 

its recent illness. 

To Fred Goodfellow for organizing the Spaghetti Supper and Quiz, which raised $900 

for the On Rock food bank in Pierrefonds and to Kathy Anderson for shopping for, and 

then preparing, the great meal, while preoccupied by a break in at her home the 

previous day. 

To all who helped organize activities for the Easter Week services and those who 

helped decorate the church. 



 

 

The Wednesday Evening Baie d’Urfe Bible Study 

 

It is Wednesday afternoon, as I look forward to our small Bible Study Group. For years I 

worried that I didn’t “know enough” to attend a Bible Study. Then I worried that I needed 

to be present at the very beginning and to be able to attend every week or else I would 

fall behind. Then I discovered that neither was true! Now, I do my best to get out on 

Wednesday evenings, but when something comes up, I look forward to the following 

week – guilt free! 

We meet at 7:30 with Bibles in tow. 

Usually we have at least three different translations, and the differences among the 

translations become an important part of the conversation. Where small nuances differ, 

how do they speak differently to each of us? Since September 2017, we have based our 

discussion on the readings and sermon of the previous Sunday. Some weeks we don’t 

even get to all the scripture readings because we get caught up in what God is teaching 

us through one of the passages. Other weeks, some passage or comment or current 

event or idea draws us to quite a different topic, and we go searching for relevant 

passages to help inform us. Many weeks, the discussion follows us home, and 

someone sends a follow-up thought the next day. 

Each of us has had a different trajectory, and is at a different place in our relationship 

with God. We feel comfortable sharing our thoughts without filtering what we “should” 

say.  We are respectful and we feel respected. We have gotten to know one another in 

a way that is impossible during the fellowship time on Sunday mornings, and that has 

been a tremendous gift. 

Each week, the Sunday bulletin invites people to the Bible Study. If you are interested in 

attending, you will be MOST welcome. 

Marilyn Scott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out Briarwood on social media!  Like our Facebook page, 

and follow us on Twitter, Instagram, and Spotify: 

@BriarwoodPCC 

 



 

 

Lilani Pretorius marries in South Africa 

 

Readers who remember the Pretorius family, who returned to South Africa about ten 

years ago, will be delighted to see this wedding photo of Lilani, the teenager we once 

knew. 

 

 

 

Great Bake, Book and Plant Sale Saturday May 19th. 

Make a note in your agenda. Saturday May 19th, from 9am to Noon. 

Speak to Marian Siminski if you can do some baking. 

Speak to Jennifer Cook if you have some books for the Book sale. 

Speak to Fran Stejskal if you have green fingers and can help with plants and cuttings. 

Speak to Margaret Bryson if you would like to help! 

All in aid of our General Funds. We approved a budget that called for raising $5,000 

ourselves. We still have $4,000 to go! Let’s support this great Sale. 


